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If you want the Hawk Talk emailed to you, please email auensen@fultonschools.org

8th GRADE TRIP PARENTS MEETING
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Join PTA - We Need 100%
$5 to Join & $5 to get a Directory

No Volunteer Time Required Fund Student Enrichment & Activities

PTA Membership affects School Ranking

100% of Teachers joined. We Need You Parents!!
(cash or check to HBMS PTA)
http://www.hbmspta.org/forms/forms.html or call Jean Soloff: 770-594-1976
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TALENTED & GIFTED PROGRAM (TAG): 2! ¥ 1S 5 # #6 .7

Automatic Screening- At the beginning of the school year, TAG teachers review test scores.

*  Standardized Tests Students must have a minimum of an 85t percentile and a 90t percentile in two of
the three areas: Total Reading, Total Math, and Complete Battery.

= Criterion-Referenced Competency Test Students must score in the top 20 percent on the reading or
mathematics section when compared to all other students in the system.

= Grades (high school only) Students must have an overall cumulative average of 95 or greater.

Classroom Screening - Local schools select a two-week period in the winter to review all students in their
school. Classroom teachers use the Characteristics Instrument for Screening Students (CISS) to identify
students with superior abilities in five or more of the following areas: motivation, interests, communications
skills, problem-solving abilities, memory, inquiry, insight, reasoning, creativity, and humor. Parents may
request to view their child’s screening results. Students meeting either the automatic screening OR
classroom screening criteria AND having supporting data gathered from test history, products, and/or
advanced content levels are referred for gifted testing. Once referred for testing:

«  Parent receives Parent Notification for Testing Consent Form

«  Student tests for the gifted program

e Parent receives test results

- If state eligibility is determined, students are placed in the TAG program.
Screening occurs in August. Students referred for testing will be tested September-October. All parents will
be notified of eligibility by November 2007.
The Classroom Screening will take place for a two-week period from January 7 — February. All parents will
be notified of eligibility by April 2008. Depending upon the age and needs of the student, testing will require
1-5 days of one hour sessions. Once tests are administered, eligibility will be determined and parents notified
by the local school within 4 to 6 weeks. More to come on TAG next week.
For more information, contact the TAG office: 770-763-6811.
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