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If you want the Hawk Talk emailed to you, please email auensen@fultonschools.org

EARLY RELEASE DAY: WEDNESDAY, October 24, school's out at 11:55 am.

Please remember that students will be released early on Wednesday, October 24. School hours will
begin at our normal time but will end at 11:55 am.

School buses will run at 11:55am, bringing students home three hours prior to their usual arrival time.
Car-riders and walkers should be picked up and/or arriving home three hours early as well.

Lunch will be optional for students. If you have any questions regarding early release, please contact
the front office. The 3 other Early Release Days are: November 28, February 27, and March 26.
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Automatic Screening- At the beginning of the school year, TAG teachers review test scores.
For more information, contact the TAG office: 770-763-6811.

I. The Automatic Screening will take place in August. Students referred for testing will be
tested September-October. All parents will be notified of eligibility by November 2007.

II. The Classroom Screening will take place for a two-week period from January 7 — February
29, 2008. Each school will select the two-week period that best fits it overall school calendar.
Students referred for testing will be tested January-March. All parents will be notified of
eligibility by April 2008.

How long is the testing process? Depending upon the age and needs of the student, testing
will require one to five days of one hour sessions. Once tests are administered, eligibility will
be determined and parents notified by the local school within 4 to 6 weeks.

What tests are administered? For any child who is referred for gifted testing, Fulton County
Schools is required to gather information in the following areas: Mental Ability, Creativity,
Achievement, and Motivation. The grade level and former testing experiences of a child
determine exactly which instruments will be administered. During the testing process, the
TAG Eligibility Team may request your consent to administer one or more of the following
instruments: Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT), Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test NNAT),
Torrance Test of Creative Thinking (TTCT), Stanford Achievement Test (STAT-10), and/or
Gifted Rating Scales-Motivation (GRS-M). Each specific test is only administered to the
student once every two years. For a more detailed description of each instrument, please see
the Q&A entitled “Talented and Gifted: Testing Process (Grades K-5).”

Can my child be tested before the start of the school year?
No, TAG teachers will begin the school year by completing the automatic screening process.

Teachers are not contracted during the summer to administer tests for gifted services.

(More TAG info to follow next week.)
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